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Here is one of our newest member’s of our team and one of our oldest.  We presented Martin 

with a 30-year service certificate, which is quite an achievement. The certificate was given 

with an embossed bowl from our Wood Work activity and a voucher to reflect the length of 

time he has worked  at Camphill Devon. Helen, our Pottery activity leader, has also been 

rewarded for her 10-years of service. We really value the commitment and hard work of all 

our staff here. Many of whom have been loyal to Camphill for many years. Rita, our newest 

Volunteer  arrived just before Christmas in time to see the snow. She has come from all the 

way from Ghana in Africa and has never seen snow before. Rita is settling in well as part of 

the team in Merlin house.  

Beth was very excited to show me her bus 

pass. This is a great move towards 

independence, and being part of the wider 

community. 
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I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas. One of the lovely 

things about being in shared houses here at Camphill Devon is 

decorating the tree. It gives the whole household time 

together and the finished tree brings warmth and colour to 

the home for everyone to enjoy. We wish you all A Happy 

New Year, and are looking forward to see what 2023 brings. 

We are still being sponsored by the CO-OP till the end of the 

year, so if you want to support us please register us as your 

charity and then you will be donating every time you shop                            

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/68692  .  

This will allow us to build our Garden Kitchen which will benefit everyone at Camphill Devon in 

some way. We also hope to build a sensory garden. We are looking forward to our Summer 

and Winter fairs and another external art exhibition. There will be new college courses, more 

making and creating, the people we support will find new places to work in the community, 

and develop new hobbies and activities. I hope it is a wonderful fulfilling year for all.  

Life saving training 

Having the tools to potentially save a life is so important. A few 

years ago we had an automated external defibrillator (AED) 

fitted on our main site at Hapstead and there will soon be one at 

Merryfield, our supported living farm house as well. Our AED is 

used to help those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. It's a 

sophisticated, yet easy-to-use, medical device that can analyse 

the heart's rhythm and, if necessary, deliver an electrical shock, 

or defibrillation, to help the heart re-establish an effective rhythm.  

Some colleagues and I went through some training on how to 

use this  machine and how to respond to other emergencies.  

The training was excellent and empowering. I hope we never 

have to use our AED, but its great to know it’s there! 

https://www.facebook.com/camphilldevoncomm
https://www.instagram.com/camphilldevoncommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU9gNp82rBurbcpy81PgPaA
https://www.tiktok.com/@camphilldevon?lang=en


Everyone enjoyed the festivities leading up to Christmas, especially decorating gingerbread 

biscuits. The people we support all had a good time making and decorating the shapes and 

everyone came up with some wonderful designs. Of course the best part was eating them 

when they were finished! We are very lucky to have Jane back at Camphill Devon. Jane 

volunteered here around 4 years ago providing music lessons and singing sessions. She has now 

returned to work in the houses as a support worker, and has started facilitating a singing group 

once a week. Jane started with some lovely Christmas song sessions which everyone enjoyed.  

In the run up to Christmas we were given the opportunity to have the sole use of the carousel 

at the Buckfasteligh Christmas fair for an hour before the main event began. It was a wonderful 

opportunity that was enjoyed by many.  Tikka’s in town also put on a lovely Christmas festive 

tea for the people we support;  plenty of savouries, sweets and hot drinks enjoyed by 

everyone. They kindly gave a Christmas present to all.  Tikka’s is a great community resource 

and we thank them for their generosity.  

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! THE BOX 

Getting out to see what other artists are creating, is an important part of learning and 

developing as artists. We haven’t had that opportunity for some time. The British Art Show was 

showing at the BOX in Plymouth, so the painting group went along. There was a range of art on 

display from paintings to sculpture and photography and video instillations. We even went in to 

say hello to the mammoth and enjoyed looking at their natural history collection of rocks and 

butterflies. Matthew particularly wanted to find about ship figure heads that are exhibited in 

the foyer and was interested to know which ships they came from. It was a lovely afternoon 

out and we were lucky enough to be chauffeur driven by our volunteer driver Tony. The Box 

often has new and exciting exhibitions so we hope to go again soon.  It was wonderful to see 

products from ‘Art House unlimited’ for sale in their shop. They are a charity presenting artistic 

talents of adults living with complex neuro-diverse and physical support needs. 100% of sales 

sustain the charity, enabling it to grow and evolve, it’s great to see them doing so well.  


