
Winter newsletter  
Keeping Safe on the Internet 

At the end of last year I had a conversation with a social worker that 
made me think about all the people who live at Hapstead who use the 
internet: sending messages, following interests, like music and sports, 
Skyping or Facetiming family wherever they may be in the country or 
the world. It might surprise you, but there are more people using the 
internet than not. People have an array of desktops, laptops, tablets 
and smartphones. 

 It is important to keep safe on the internet and so I looked around to 
see if there was any local training available, but none was apparent. 
That was not a problem, because there is a European Union course 
freely available called “Safe Surfing” which comes with training               
materials and a Certificate of Completion. Mandie Johnston and I          
delivered the course to a group of 6 people over 6 sessions during a 3 
week period in January.  

The course was well received by the group and all of us learnt            
something new about safety and privacy; how to be safe and what to 
do if something bothers us.  

I still smile when I think of the two CQC inspectors from Cornwall who 
thought that we were putting on a course for keeping safe when       
surfing in the sea. We will not be hitting the waves in Newquay anytime 
soon, but we will be happy to know that people have thought more 
about the dangers of the internet as well as all the wonderful things we 
can do with it. 

Enjoy this issue 
John 

Above: Thomasin and Michael during 
the course.  

On the left: the group with their                    
certificates after completing the 
course.  



Dancing on ice  
At the  Buckfastleigh town Christmas fair this year, there was an 
all weather skating rink. The chairperson for the fair kindly invited 
us and local schools to have a private session before it was 
open to the general  public.  

A group of around 8 people decided to  go down and have a 
go. It was great fun! The weather cleared just in time for our          
session as it had been raining all morning. Some individuals were 
nervous to start with but everyone had a chance to have a 
skate and there were lots of smiles and festive fun.  Everyone en-
joyed trying something new and were proud of themselves for 
giving it a whirl.  

Art for all occasions : 

Our art group is very community minded and likes to make items 
to be enjoyed by the whole community. Poppies for                      
Remembrance Sunday decorated our notice board and also 
went to a special service at St Luke’s church. A lovely fire place 
and other Christmas decorations made by all the workshops 
festooned our hall for a Christmas party and on a  dreary 
Chinese New Year a colourful Chinese dragon brightened up 
everyone's day by doing a tour of the site - not to mention the 
Halloween party with lots of spooky décor.  

 Time for something new 

This summer we are not going to be holding our usual Summer fair. In 
its place, we will have a smaller crafts event. 

The workshops will be open and there will be Cream teas in the café. 
Items will be for sale as usual but in addition we will also be offering 
the opportunity for you to have a go yourself! Details of                 
workshops, for example, felting, weaving, pole lathing, metal work 
and pottery decoration will be advertised nearer the time. This will  
also give some of our residents the opportunity to display their skills 
and some will be making fresh scones or bread.                                      
Next year we will come back with a new and exciting Spring fair. 

We have decided to hold our craft event on                                                 
Sunday, 21st July  from 1-4pm.  It promises to be an interactive                        
afternoon with  lots to see and do.  



Apples, Apples, Apples 

2018 has been a great year for apple trees here at Camphill Devon, not such a great year for apples 
however… This year’s crop was fairly sparse, owing largely to the glorious summer we have had. But 
back to the trees! This year we have planted 26 new apple and pear trees in the orchard at Merrifield. 
This wonderful legacy was spearheaded by our former farmer, Rory O’Connor, in connection with the 
Devon Wildlife Trust’s Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project.  These bats are extremely rare and 
Buckfastleigh is home to, what is thought to be, the largest roost in the UK. The trees were planted in 
lines, which aids the bats’ echo-location and caging the trees allows livestock to graze as the trees 
grow. In turn the dung beetle (whose habitat is as its name suggests) thrives in livestock dung, 
particularly bovine, and is a staple food of bats, including the greater horseshoe bat. So now we have 
over 40 different varieties of apple trees on site, we are helping an endangered species of bat and are 
fit as fleas from all the hard work! Many thanks to everyone who got involved! For more information 
please visit www.devonbatproject.org 

Making new roads  

Our new land group, as well as attending to chickens, bees and the 
woodland, has been making new access roads through fields. Being out in 
the winter sunshine with the hard working group to take these photos was 
a lovely reminder of what a beautiful landscape we have here at Camphill 
Devon. These tracks will allow the  vehicles to drive up to the chickens, 
even in the wettest conditions. The group has also been processing wood 
for fires and a pole lathe, made in the wood workshop for the group, has 
been allowing them to get a little crafty!  Ed has also been keeping them 
busy, volunteering at the donkey sanctuary once a month and now a 
group is working with the Dartmoor ponies every Wednesday morning, 
putting their fence-building, and animal husbandry skills to good work.  
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Hands free! 

To enable individuals to work independently  in 
Metal work, Gordon (the Wood workshop leader) 
has created this new jig with his group, so that the 
metal someone is working on can be placed     
underneath and the tool placed in position. The 
jig holds the tool so you don’t have to, which 
means you can use it if you only have the use of 
one hand, but also it rules out whacking yourself 
with a hammer. The tool holder is fully moveable, 
which allows for complex or simple designs and it 
can also hold a tool for ring making.  

 

Out on display  

The workshops  have recently started to rent a display 
space in Newton  Abbot library so we can  show off 
the lovely work being made here at Hapstead. It is 
only a limited space but perfect for our metal work 
and possibly, in the future, for wood turned pens.  

Any old leather  

Our workshop leaders always have new  
ideas for products and processes. Whether it 
is a new design, or an entirely new product! 
Partly inspired by our recent book binding 
workshops we are starting to make some 
lovely leather covered note books.          
Obviously wanting to be ethical we are now 
on the look out for old leather sofas that we 
can recycle. Our note pads can also be          
customised for  any special occasion; just 
get in touch. We can collect a sofa if you 
are local-ish!  


